6                    THE  COLLECTED WORKS  OF MAHATMA  GANDHI
The whole of the province is quiet and peaceful. We arc laying stress
upon khadi and boycott of videshi1 cloth. . . .
Our Khalsa2 friends are still busy holding public meetings at
Amritsar but no further arrests are being made. Total arrests have been
21 out of whom 11 have already been convicted. Similar divans have
commenced meeting in Lahore and so far one arrest has been made.
We are all trying our best to keep a non-violent atmosphere and have
every hope to succeed, as people are gradually imbibing the spirit and
are keeping under control even under provocative circumstances. . . .
II
I hope you have got my letter I wrote to you this morning. A public
meeting was advertised at 4 p.m. in the Bradlaugh Hall which was to be
presided over by S, Prem Singh Sodhbans. Strong police force with
lathis and rifles surrounded the hall and all the approaches thereto by
two noon and kept the guard till after 4 p.m. None was permitted to enter
the premises. . . . S. Prom Singh arrived by 3,30 p.m. but was stopped
by the police force and ordered to clear off by a European police officer,
He turned round along with the crowd and hold a meeting at some dis-
tance passing a resolution congratulating Lalaji and his comrades, and
then dispersed the meeting. The whole affair ended quietly. ... I have,
however, just heard that a student was badly beaten by a police constable
and is lying in the hospital in a precarious state. Pandit Rambhaj Dutt
has just gone out to see him.
Lalaji and others were interviewed in the jail yesterday. They arc
all keeping good spirits. Treatment accorded to them has not been excep-
tional. They are all kept in separate cells and are living on jail food. . . .
At Amritsar, I hear from Girdharilal, there has happened something
untoward, Sikhs were peacefully holding their public meeting when all
of a sudden a few sadhus appeared on the spot and began beating pro-
miscuously with their iron sticks. The Sikhs remained non-violent and
got a few persons injured. Simultaneously, with the advent of the sadhus
there appeared the Deputy Commissioner along with police and military
force on the spot. The Deputy Commissioner was permitted entrance. But
the Sikh leader, Gnani Sher Singh, refused official intervention and declin-
ed any help from the Deputy Commissioner. The position is said to be
well in hand and no further violence is reported.
... It is just reported that the student maltreated by the police
is feeling well.
Nothing that I can add can enhance the beauty of the simple
narrative given by the Agha Saheb.   I have not altered a single
1 Foreign
2 Literally, pure. A name given to the Sikhs